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Tragedy On The Rails Near Suffolk 





The opening of the Seaboard Railroad through Suffolk in 1835 must have been a significant 
culture change for the people of Suffolk. Being able to comfortably sit and watch scenery pass by as 
they traveled would have been an almost magical experience for people who had never known 
transportation other than by foot or by horse and buggy. 


Railroad travel at the time may have been quick and easy, but as it turned out, it was not 
necessarily safe. On August 11, 1837, Suffolk people learned just how dangerous it could be. A 
newspaper of the time gave the following report. 


“The daily train with nearly two hundred passengers was run into by a lumber train on the 
Portsmouth rail-road, in Virginia, August 11, 1837, by which occurrence several lives were lost, and 
many were maimed and otherwise wounded.” 


“The daily train left Portsmouth on Friday, August 11, at 8 o’clock, with thirteen passenger and 
other cars, and nearly two hundred passengers, the greater portion of who composed a (cont'd. pg. 4) 


THE CHRISTMAS CANDLELIGHTTOUR 
Weleame 


Suffolk-~Nansemond Historical Society is Dear Members, 


pleased to announce Debra Smith, MS LIS has 


joined the staff. Debra has spent countless We've made age LL ag ak as ae ates and 


no one I've asked, or other board members have 
asked, is available to, or able to, put their home 
on the Candlelight Christmas Tour this year. 
Many homeowners we asked had scheduling 
conflicts, because of other holiday obligations. 
Some homeowners did not want to commit 
because they did not Rnow if projects they had 
planned for would be completed in time. Adadt- 
tionally, I have been advised that the lack of 
personal privacy resulting in a home tour 
could prove problematic for participating 
homeowners. We cannot have a tour without 
homes. 


Calendar O a Eve 6] LS Therefore, I regret to inform you that the 


Suffolk-Nansemond Historical Society will not 


hours as a volunteer over the past year. She 
will be continuing her work on SNHS 
collections in regards to preservation, archival 


care and cataloging. 





LOCATION: 157 BANK ST. have a tour this holiday season. I appreciate 
your interest in this matter, and I hope that 
ANNUAL SALE you will support our future fundraising efforts. 


September 14@ 8:00am-2:00 pm — 
incerely 


FALL MEMBERSHIP DESSERT (Caaetigit tour Char 


October 7@ 7:00-9:00 pm 
TOUCH-A-TRUCK NEW EXHIBIT 


October 26@2:00-3:00 pm OPENING 








Suffolk Seaboard Station Railroad Museum OC TOBER, 2019 
526 N. Main St. 
™ Toy Story And Beyond 
AFTERNOON CONVERSATIONS ‘s LS SE 
September >. : ; 
Programming break 


October 9@2:00-3:00 pm 
Master Gardeners ~Food Preservation 


November 13@2:00-3:00 pm 
Jeff Orrock, NOAA Wakefield Featuring children's toys throughout history. 





Volunteering is Fun! 


We are always looking 
for people who are interested 
in helping out at the Phillips- 
Dawson House. Please join 
our team of volunteers, as we 
discover our community, her- 
itage and genealogy together. 
We always have a great time 
in the process. 





In the next few months 


ANNU AL SNHS is in need of many 
volunteers for our upcoming 
fundraisers. The Annual Sale 

needs help with pricing, sort- 


A i KH ing and oversight the day of 
the sale. Touch-A-Truck is in 


need of those who can attend 


Cr Saturday, September 14th » rile ve manage various 
° _9- ~ booths. Volunteers who partic- 
8:00am-2:00pm ipate in Touch-A-Truck are 
Phillips-Dawson House given a free breakfast by 


Panera and lunch by Chick-Fil 
-A. This event draws over 
1,000 and has a very positive 
impact on the community. 


437 Bank Street 





Please call today! 
707.939.2781 


PROJECT FUNDRAISE 


You may not be aware, but we house over 20,000 objects, memorabilia and documents at the Phillips-Dawson House. For the past 
three years we have been able to exhibit many of the items, which are part of our collections. But, unfortunately over the ye ars we have not 
had the funding or staff to place all of these items in archival material, have them cataloged or accessible to the public. However, this is our 
goal over the next year! The time spent and materials needed are well beyond our budget. We are asking for your help, because we cannot 
accomplish this mission without you. All funding received will go specifically to this task and we will give updates througho ut the process to 
: let everyone know where we are, and how the funding has been used. This work is vital in preserving what we are so privileged to house here 

at the Suffolk-Nansemond Historical Society headquarters. Please, become a part of this exciting mission by giving generously toward the 
project. Our goal is $5,000. We accept cash, check or credit card. Just let us know your donation is going to PROJECT FUNDRAISE. 
We will be adding additional ways to give through GoFund and Paypal. 
Thank you for your support! 


Tragedy On The Rails Near Suffolk (cont’d. from front cover) 


party of pleasure who had been on a steamboat excursion, and were returning to their homes. The train 
having made its usual stop at Suffolk, had proceeded on to Smith’s Bridge, a high embankment over 
Goodwin’s Landing, a mile and a half beyond. Here there is a gradual rise in the road, and at the 
termination of the embankment, the road makes a curve. But before we proceed further, we should 
state that there was a lumber train then on its way down, with fifteen cars heavily laden with staves, 
which must necessarily pass the passenger train at one of the turn-outs above Suffolk.” 


“When the locomotive of the passenger cars had reached the curve, and while the whole train 
was on the embankment, (which at that place is a greater elevation than any other of the whole line, 
being thirty-five feet high,) the lumber train suddenly appeared in sight, sweeping down the curve.” 


“The engineer of the passenger train promptly stopped the locomotive, but he of the lumber train 
was either unable, owing to its being on a descent, to stop his, or did not see the danger in time, for his 
engine drove furiously on against that of the passenger train, forcing 1t back upon the first car, which 
was driven against the second, and the second against the third, and the two latter were crushed to 
pieces in the dreadful concussion. The greatest havoc, however, was in the second car, the first having 
been lifted from the rails and propelled over it, raking, as 1t were, fore and aft, and crushing to death, or 
horribly maiming the passengers who remained within it. We must leave it to the imagination of the 
reader to depict the horrors of that awful moment, and of the scene that ensued.” 


“The accident occurred within a hundred yards of the residence of Mr. Richard Goodwin, where 
the dead and wounded were carried. From this kind and hospitable family, as well as from the ladies of 
Suffolk, the unfortunate sufferers received every attention that could be bestowed.” 


This article presents an interesting challenge — to determine the location of the accident. 


The Seaboard Railroad follows the same route today as it did in 1837. The train was traveling 
westward from Portsmouth to Suffolk and beyond. A mile and a half west from the Suffolk depot, the 
railroad crossed Smith’s Creek, today covered by Lake Meade just west of the Lipton Tea plant on 
Holland Road. Smith’s Creek was, of course, a tributary of the Nansemond River, and commercial 
boats did, in fact, travel upriver to this point. 


The railroad makes a slight northward bend behind the present Amadas Industries plant, enough 
to prevent the two approaching locomotives from seeing each other. On the north side of the railroad 
there 1s a bluff, as described 1n the article. The railroad also begins a slight upward incline as it goes 
on toward the west. 


The woodcut illustration shown above is viewed facing southward. In the background 1s the 
home of Richard Goodwin, which very likely stood on the hill just west of the Amadas plant. Beyond 
the residence, out of view of the illustration, ran the South Quay Road, which we now know as Holland 
Road. 


Tragically, two more Suffolk residents were run over and killed as they walked along the railroad 
in the dark of that evening. Thus, the day’s casualties totaled four killed, thirteen severely injured, and 
at least twenty-five less severely injured — a horrible day in Suffolk’s history. 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: Written by Kermit Hobbs, Historian; photo courtesy of "Steamboat Disasters and Railroad Accidents 
in the United States" by S. A. Howland - Dorr, Howland & Co., 1840. 


FALL MEMBERSHIP DESSERT 
OCTOBER 7TH 7:00-9:00 
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PHILLIPS-DAWSON HOUSE 
137 BANK ST | SUFFOLK, VA 




















Bob and Mary Hayes Discuss Nansemond River Ghost Fleet and Dugout Canoe at the 


Fall Membership Dessert 


Bob and Mary Hayes, Coordinators of the Mid-Atlantic Logboat/Dugout Canoe Registry, Maritime Heritage Chapter, 


Archaeological Society of Virginia will be discussing their work, what they do, and the Ghost Fleet Investigation here in Suffolk. 


> Their daughter, Katherine, will share her work on the Dugout Canoe Project. 


*SNHS WILL BE PROVIDING DESSERT AND BEVERAGES 


Archiving at SNHS 
by Debra Smith 


As I finished my graduate program in library science this past spring, I have been fortunate to be volunteering at 
SNHS for the past year archiving objects. Now I’m spending more time at SNHS, working on projects that involve the 
displayed inventory of items on the main floor, inputting information from completed Deed of Gift forms, and using our 
Past Perfect software to describe and catalog each object, including a digital image with that record. This 1s a simple 
behind-the-scenes look of the work that has been slowly taking shape into an organized and detailed catalog of objects, 
photographs, books and other archival materials, allowing more information to be available and shared for each 
individual item. Following is a list of the basic needs for any object that 1s being added to the collection: 
Deed of Gift - A simple form that is completed when someone donates an item. It includes who is donating, contact 
information, and a listing of the objects being donated. 
Provenance — This refers to the origins of the object such as its location and people involved in the ownership. For our 


purposes, the historical connection to the Suffolk-Nansemond area is important. 


Accession Number - When someone donates a box of objects it 1s assigned an accession number. At SNHS we use 
a standard museum numbering system that begins with the year and then the number of that donation such as, 2001.1. 

Object Identification (ID) Number - After a donation is accessed, each object will be described and assigned its own 
unique ID#. The object ID# continues the accession number by adding a number for each object that was acquired in that 


donation such as 2001.1.1. The number shows the first object in that donation in 2001. 


The Past Perfect software system was purchased 1n 2015 and has never been fully utilized. Now we are capturing 


all the information from the beginning of the process and organizing that information into the computer system. Past Per- 











[= Objects Catalog 1 
: fect allows many ways to generate reports such as our 
Screen View — Collection Lipton Tea Company Collection Date 1789 _ = ; ~ 
Archaeology Object ID 2001.1.1 Year Range thru — aa c 7 2 ° ° ° ° ° 
INE |loliediian Toop Catalog Date 06/14/2018 iieetope Object inventories and even supports membership list- 
Geology Other Name Cataloged by Calvin-Smith, Debra 
History @| tet Status Date 09/12/2000 
Natural History Old# Status by Way Back Yonder Antiqu ings and donations . 
Accession# 2001.1 Habel Ill, James M S| Status Handle is fragile 0011200111.JPG 
Home Location PDH:#112 - STUDY:on top of desk Image Management (1 of 2) 
Other Views History @ Archaeology @ Art @ Geology O History @ Natural History @ Custom 
Appraisal Description # ni 
; Antique silver teapot and stand, George Ill period, made in London in the year 1789, bearing Title Sterling Silver Teapot with Trivet h b h b f h 
ea | the maker's mark of Henry Chawner, Silversmith; octagonal in form with bright cut decoration I ain very appy to C t C newest mem Cr O t C 
Dimensions Teapot and matching trivet stand weigh approximately 25.8 ounces, English sterling silver in >| 
{overall fine condition with the exception of the original wooden handle having a mended break 
Lexicon midway in its length Creator Chawner, Henry S| : : 
Location =! Role Ais -| SNHS staff. The work is important and relevant to the 
Notes &Legal @| Collector Hunter C. Duggan S| Col. Date / / See 
People - Subjects Site /Site# S| Acquired by the Sir Thomas Lipton Silver i 
Paearesal PI of Origin London, England Collection from S. J. Shrubsole Antique Silver e . e 
pH Specialists London, England Presentedon §—- ha StOrY Of Suffolk with plenty to accomplish. Most of 
: — ovember 29, 1955 by Robert Smallwood, 
—————| Event In appreciation of Mayor Griffin's assistance locating Lipton, Inc in Suffolk S| President Thomas J. Lipton, Inc. to The 
Repatriation Material English sterling silver Honorable W. P. Griffin Mayor of Suffolk, 
Sources e Virginia. In appreciation of Mayor Griffin's 7 “ : 
assistance in Lipton, Inc. locating a ll ld l k h k h d fe h 
recon | Found eee all, | would like to thank the Board for this amazing 
Made 
=u Used 
Virtual Exhibit Owned The Honorable W. P. Griffin, Mayor of Suffolk >| : 
Unie Uniown emeietitettaacss, | OPPortunity. 





This screen shot shows the description and provenance information 
captured in the Past Perfect catalog. 


Please check Tourism's website for event 
dates and availability throughout the year. 
By calling: 757.514.4130 


https://www.visitsuffolkva.com 


Reserve an individual tour through Suffolk- 
Nansemond Historical Society. 
By calling: 757.539.2781 


https://www.suffolkhistory.org 


In partnership with Suffolk Tournsm, Historic Downtown Narrated Bus Tour now offers stops at the 
Phillips-Dawson House for guided tours. We also conduct tours of our facility during regular business 
hours, which are free and open to the public. 





This year, we have conducted over 200 combined tours of the 
facility, with visitors throughout the United States, Canada, England and France. 
You can sign up to take the tour yourself or tell a friend/family member that this informative, 
downtown, historic tour is available. 


even ruc aeons waanen sot SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 


_  CATUPD AY A small doll trunk and clothing c.1890 
from the Woodward family will be 1n our 
OCTOBER 26, 2019 next exhibit, Joy Story and Beyond. 
AM-2PM — 
Suffolk Seaboard Station “CRN \u 
“Railroad Museum =. i. | 
757. 539. - = Se 




















Coming NEXT Newsletter! 
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‘@/ e I ff. 4° 

te _~- JF f ee a Pee 

y Rhnanrniwmi y 91°F WIAA Oo 

Ses  WSNAeCIT OI Cc 0 7, [7 CITJTONS 
coal j Fe CECE ee 1e Reg €OU ter. 


from our aechives. 





S$ and bring trick-or-treat bags! 


Sez en station Railroad Museum = MORE great speakers 
326 North Main Street 


Afternoon Conversations. 


= Special Event in FEBRUARY 
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Defole-Nansemond Historical Doviety 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS & MEMBERS 


Pretlow Henderson, President 
Stephanie Moore, Vice President 
Art Robb, Treasurer 
Tommy Arthur, Assistant Treasurer 
Hazel White, Secretary 
Kermit Hobbs, Historian 
Sandra Councill 
Kerry Holmes 
Steve Jackson 
Lee King 
Ralph Nahra 
Justin Sorensen 


EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Kimberly Blair Greene 


Return address/logo 


Return Service Requested 





HOURS OF OPERATION 


Monday 9:00am-3 :00pm 
Tuesday 9:00am-3:00pm 
Wednesday CLOSED 
Thursday 9:00am-3:00pm 
Friday 9:00am-12 pm 
Saturday CLOSED 
Sunday CLOSED 
Check out our webpage: 
suffolkhistory.org 

Like us on Facebook: 
Facebook.com/ ©) souare 
snvahistory visa @B 
Follow us on Twitter: == 


twitter.com/SN VAhistory 
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